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On June 4, 2009, President Obama delivered his promised address to Muslim communities all 

over the world, announcing a ònew beginningó between the United States and Muslims around 

the globe based on òmutual interest and mutual respect.ó The speech also addressed the U.S. 

commitment to democracy, womenõs rights, education, economic development, health, and 

the advancement of science and technology through cooperation and partnerships.  The 

Presidentõs speech touched on themes reflective of the work that MEPI has been doing since 

its inception. 

 

Democracy 

Freedom of speech, rule of law, and government transparency are ònot just American ideas; 

they are human rights.ó President Obama stressed his commitment òto governments that 

reflect the will of the people.ó The President also called on governments to òmaintain power 

through consent, not coercion, respect the rights of minorities, and participate with a spirit of tolerance and compromise.ó 

  

Womenõs Rights 

President Obama said that òa woman who is denied education is denied equality é I do not believe that women must make 

the same choices as men in order to be equal, and I respect those women who choose to live their lives in traditional roles. 

But it should be their choice. That is why the United States will partner with any Muslim-majority country to support expanded 

literacy for girls, and to help young women pursue employment through micro-financing that helps people live their dreams.ó  

  

Education  

The United States is committed to helping children throughout the world gain access to a quality education and to 

opportunities for higher education. President Obama renewed the commitment by offering to expand exchange programs, 

increase scholarships, encourage more Americans to study in Muslim communities, invest in online learning for teachers 

and children around the world, and òcreate a new online network so a young person in Kansas can communicate instantly 

with a young person in Cairo.ó 

  

Economic Development 

The United States is committed to working with Muslim communities to foster economic growth, investment, and build a 

sustainable economic future. In Cairo, the President announced the creation of a new corps of business volunteers to 

partner with counterparts in Muslim-majority countries. He also committed to hosting a Summit on Entrepreneurship 2009 

to òidentify how we can strengthen ties among business leaders, foundations and social entrepreneurs in the United States 

and Muslim communities around the world.ó 

  

Science and Technology  

The President announced several new initiatives to support scientific cooperation and advancement. The U.S. will launch a 

new fund to support technological development in Muslim-majority countries, and to help transfer ideas to the marketplace 

so they can create more jobs, open centers of scientific excellence in Africa, the Middle East and Southeast Asia, and 

appoint new science envoys to collaborate on programs that develop new sources of energy, create green jobs, digitize 

records, clean water, and grow new crops. 

 

Global Health  

According to the President, public health challenges of the 21st century are best addressed in an integrated way and in 

partnership with others. President Obamaõs new comprehensive approach to global health will begin to focus attention on 

broad improvements in crucial areas such as child and maternal health, family planning, and neglected tropical diseases, 

with continued support for robust HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria programs throughout the world. The President also 

announced òa new global effort with the Organization of the Islamic Conference to eradicate polio.ó 

A New Beginning: The U.S. and Muslim Communities Around the World  
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On May 28th, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met with 

a group of 16 young Egyptian democracy activists 

currently participating in the New Generation of 

Advocates Program in Washington. The New Generation 

Program is funded by the U.S. Agency for International 

Development and MEPI.  

 

During public remarks that preceded the meeting, 

Secretary Clinton praised the activists, saying that she is 

òso honored to receive this group here at the State 

Department. This is a group of young men and women 

from Egypt who are committed to improving the lives of the Egyptian people, providing more economic opportunity, greater 

growth in democracy, respect for human rights. They come from a variety of backgrounds. Each of them brings a special 

experience, an expertise to their interests and their efforts.ó The Secretary also stressed that supporting democracy and 

human rights is always òa core pillar of American foreign policy.ó 

  

The remarks were followed by a private meeting between the Secretary and the democracy activists. 

 

During their fellowship, participants received training in advocacy and got an inside look at the way U.S. democracy works. 

After their training, the Fellows were matched with civil society organizations throughout the U.S. where they shared 

experiences with American counterparts. The activists concluded their program by visiting U.S. government officials, 

members of Congress, media outlets, and think tanks.  

  

The New Generation Program is implemented by Freedom House, an independent non-governmental organization that 

supports the expansion of freedom in the world.    

 

 

On June 8, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met with twenty Middle Eastern and 

North African democracy activists who are participants in MEPIõs Leaders for 

Democracy Fellowship program (LDF). LDF is implemented by Syracuse 

Universityõs Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs and funded by 

MEPI.   

 

Secretary Clinton thanked the Fellows for their òcommitment to work on behalf 

of good governance, rule of law, democracy, human rights, [and] womenõs 

rightsó and stressed that, òas President Obama said in Cairo, we have a number 

of very important issues that we wish to work on with people across the world 

and particularly with Muslims across the world. And among those are democracy 

and human rights that are really at the core of self-expression and personal freedom and potential.ó She emphasized that 

the United States will òbe a partner in working with those who are working on the front lines in their own countries.ó 

 

LDF is a three-month program that has provided over 60 emerging leaders from across the Middle East and North Africa with 

an opportunity to create democratic reforms within their home countries. Utilizing the Maxwell School's faculty and institute, 

professional staff, and diverse student population, the LDF program enables these Fellows to strengthen their leadership 

skills and position themselves as successful innovators in their countries. 

  

The LDF program is divided into two major parts. First, fellows spend five weeks on Syracuse Universityõs campus 

participating in workshops, lectures, and discussions. This time is specifically designed to provide the Fellows with a 

comprehensive understanding of democratic values, conflict management, and the role of civil society within democratic 

systems of government. The second part of the program pairs fellows with professional organizations in Washington related 

to their fields of interest.  

FEATURES 

Secretary Clinton Meets Egyptian Democracy Activists  

Secretary Clinton Meets Leaders for Democracy Fellows  
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FEATURES 

Twenty prominent business leaders and 

entrepreneurs from the Middle East and 

North Africa gathered in San Diego April 20 

through May 8 to take part in the latest 

Middle East Entrepreneur Training (MEET) 

program, an intensive training and 

networking program funded by MEPI and 

presented by the Entrepreneur Development 

Program at the Rady School of Management, 

University of California, San Diego. 

  

Now in its sixth year, MEET is an innovative 

training program designed to identify, 

develop, and sustain a new core of business 

and civil society leaders in the Middle East 

and North Africa (MENA) region. The MEET 

program has trained nearly 500 of the most 

promising and talented leaders, through 

seminars and workshops conducted in the US 

and the region.   

 

Participants in the latest program hailed from 

Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, 

Oman, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. Graduates become part of the MEET Alumni Network of over 375 

business and civil society organization leaders who continue to collaborate through the projectõs website (www.meet-

alumni.org) and at alumni events. The next MEET alumni event is planned for August 2009 in Istanbul. 

 

Since completing their training, graduates of the MEET program have created over 1,000 jobs and launched hundreds of 

new ventures (for-profit companies and not-for-profit organizations) in the MENA region.  

  

Over 100 undergraduate students between the ages of 18 

and 22 from 17 countries in the Middle East and North Africa 

arrived in Washington DC on June 29th to take part in the 

MEPI 2009 Student Leaders Program.  

 

Attracting some of the most highly motivated and academically 

outstanding students from universities throughout the region, 

the program focuses on civil society, democratic participation 

and leadership.  Students are hosted at one of the following 

U.S. universities:  Georgetown University in Washington, DC; 

the University of Delaware; Montana State University; Roger 

Williams University in Rhode Island; Benedictine University in 

Illinois, and Wayne State University in Michigan. 

  

The MEPI Student Leaders program is an intensive five-week program for students from the Middle East and North Africa to 

develop leadership skills and expand their understanding of American civil society as well as the democratic process, and 

learn how both may be applied in their home communities. Participants have the opportunity to meet their American peers, 

and engage in local community and service activities. The program includes both an academic program segment conducted 

by scholars and other professionals with expertise in leadership and U.S. studies, as well as a study tour to other regions of 

the country. Each component plays a critical role in advancing the participants from students to civic activists. 

Middle East Entrepreneur Training (MEET) Program  

Brings MENA Business Leaders to the U.S.  

Student Leaders Program Launches  


