e MEPI Newsletter

'Y

MEPI Newsletter - September 2009 MEP|.STATE.GOV & MEPIALUMNI.STATE.GOV

Middle East Women Lawyers Meet U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer

Washington, D.C- The MEPI Women in Law Progral
(WILpower) brought winners of the May 2009 Middls
East regional Moot Court Competitions, featured in th
MEPI July Newsletterto Washington, D.C. to learn
about the U.S. legal system and see American leg
procedures in action. This program took place
September 26 through October 3 and included fou
ambitious female lawyers from UAE, West Bank, ar
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p ] The WILpower Washington program scheduled seve
WILpower participants, MEPI Project Officer and AED Staff meet with hightevel meetings for parhmpqnt;, including a tour of
Justice Stephen Breyer, September 30, 2009. the U.S. Supreme Court, a briefing on the U.S. leg
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private chat with Supreme Court Justice Stephe
Breyer. Justice Breyer took the opportunity to explain how the U.S. judicial system and Supreme Court fit into the
democratic system. Producing a small copy of the U.S. Constitution from his shirt pocket, he explained to the patrticip
that he strictly adheres to the letter of the law according to our Constitution, but he also keeps in mind that his decisiq
affect the lives of millions of people. He encouraged the lawyers to be opaimded and remember that the law is just ag
much about people as it is about logic.

Lebanon, and one promising law student from Kuwait.
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The group also visited the U.S. Department of State, where they participated in a roundtable with women leaders from

Secretary Clintonds Policy and Planning Team, Speci a
Participants shared their experiences as young legal practitioners in the region and highlighted the need for more prac
skills training, English language legal coursework, and mentorship.

In addition to these higHevel engagements, participants attended law school classes at Georgetown and Ameriq
Universities, met with lawyers at NGOs, shadowed associates at law firms, visited the D.C. Public Defender Servicg
received a briefing from the Federal Justice Center on the selection and training process of U.S .judges. Participants
given a firsthand look at the U.S. legal system in action during visits to the District Superior Court, a local jail andieep
precinct f ordwhereparticghants wereassigreeddto shadow an active duty police officer for several hours.

Complementing their legal experience, U.S. families hosted participants nightly 1
additional exposure to American culture. On their last day, the women shared th

experiences during a reception at AED. Please click&re to meet four of the visiting
Middle East Women Lawyers Meet WILpower lawyers and hear more about their experiences with the WILpoy
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen program.
Breyer ¢éP1
The WiLpower program is implemented by the Academy for Educatio
MEPI Welcomes Next Group of Development (AED), a nonprofit organization working globally to improve educati

Tomorrowds Leader|s|!'hefif Zivil society and economic development. In addition to providing quality

practical | egal training to develop
angd ebuslipgsg skillg, \WILpower helps participants build regional information ar
communication networks for young female lawyers in the Middle East to suppd
JCEF and MEPI Help 60 Jordanian their professional development. WILpower began last year in Kuwait, Lebanon, a
Yout hs Find Empl oy nkedMfestBang, and will soon be expanded throughout the region.

Libyan Media Professionals Embark
onal0tday Journey in

Announcements éP4 [ Look for updates on mepi.state.gov in the coming weeks to learn more about hqg

] participants are applying their WILpower skills to empower themselves and others.
MEPI in the Press |éP4
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https://mepialumni.state.gov/root/mepi/home/mepi/publications
http://mepi.state.gov/documents/organization/128200.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfSZCgMmMLE
http://MEPI.STATE.GOV
http://MEPIALUMNI.STATE.GOV

FEATURES

MEPI Wel comes Next Group of Tom

Cairo, Egypt- In early September, the
American University in Cairo (AUC) hosted
a welcome ceremony for its second round
of scholarship recipients in MEPI's
Tomorrow's Leaders program
Representatives from MEPI, AMIDEAST,
and participating universities were in
attendance.

students from the Middle East and North
o s Africa a chance to attend one of three top
b NS 5 ‘ universities in the region: AUC; the
N | Y 47’@"‘; 3 American University in Beirut (AUB); or the
a[ i ]’* \ g B Lebanese American University (LAU). Eaq
Representatives from MEPI, AUC, LAU, and AMIDEAST, as well as Cohort 2 year, AMIDEAST recruits a new cohort
RI 7TRPRUURZYV /HDGHUV 3URJUDP SRVH IRU D SLFW XU HisUlsi=isicRifeln - We =T etV (U =ENM NI
Attribution: Meghan Gladden, Office of the Mi JVCEIMEEICUNIpH-l-EIHVS (=R (0] iglole
participants from Bahrain, Tunisia,
Lebanon, and Iraq. These students, in addition to last year's participants from Yemen, Egypt, Qatar, and the West Bank/
Gaza, bring a strong element of diversity to each campus. While at the universities, the students participate in activitias
enhance their leadership abilities, equipping them with a new set of skills as they return to their home countries following
graduation.

The welcome ceremony coincided with the conclusion o t h
With the Tomorrowds Leaders program entering its second
event to discuss best practices, their experiences wjith
forward.

Libyan Media Professionals Embark on a 10 -day Journey in the U.S.

Washington, D.C.- Three Libyan Public Information Officer
affiliated with the Libyan Ministry of Foreign Affairs arrived i
Washington, D.C. on September 28 as part of a Hay study
tour on media and government relations in the United States.
The participants met with their counterparts in the Stat
Department's Office for Press and Public Diplomacy, and
attended the State Department Daily Press Briefing on Mondaly,

September 28th. Throughout the week, they met with American
and foreign journalists based in the U.S. and toured local media
outlets, including Politico.com and NPR. The goal of the study
tour is to provide the participants with an overview of the U.$.
media environment, with a focus on how our government
disseminates information to the press and to the public. As
Libyads media sector opens up,
many requests for information from all over the world. It is

7KUHH PHPEHUV RI /LE\DJV *HQHUDO 3HF _c,rucia! that  Libya develop . institutions that fapilitate free,_

Foreign Liaison & International Cooperation Foreign Media independent, and accurate news coverage. This program is

Corporation attend the U.S. State Department Daily Press meant to assist in that process.

Briefing on September 28, 2009
Attribution: Kelley Osterthaler, Office of the Midtjle East Partnership Initiative, The study tour was organized by the International Research and
U. s. Depdt of State

Exchanges Board (IREX) and supported by MEPI.

MEPINewsletter- September 2009 2



